[Reflection on 19 months of laparoscopic cholecystectomy].
The introduction of laparoscopic cholecystectomy (LC) has aroused enthusiasm on the part of the mass media and perplexity on the part of many medical workers. In an attempt to reconcile the two points of view, the video-laparoscopic activity in a surgical ambient was audited over 19 months. 450 LC were carried out during this period. The number of cholecystectomies performed by this method has risen significantly in the recent past thanks to the high esteem in which it is held by the public in general and by gastroenterologists in particular. The average age of patients is lower since young people accept more readily a type of surgery involving a lesser degree of traumatism, a relatively short convalescence and less aesthetic damage. After a brief initial period of scepticism, the method has also been received favourably by anaesthetist, and by operating theatre and ward nursing staff. Morbidity and mortality rates are not different from those noted after traditional cholecystectomy, which confirms the method as being safe and thus meriting the success it has widely achieved.